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ts H E Complaint of CHLOE, in the 
Bedi die enfuing Letter, feems to be formed up- 
T 336 on fo delicate a Morive, upon fo lau- 
BPE dable a Defire of making her Husband 
oe “> “Ge more agreeable co her, that, without 
being intirely uncomplaifanc, and void 

of all Gallantry whatfoever, there is no fuch thing as 
retufing her to infert it, or denying her all the Atfilt- 


ance, that furch a Plain Old Man, as I am, fhall be 


able to give her towards procuring her a proper Re- 
| It is, indeed, 
anice and ticklifh Matter to have any thing to do 
between married Folks; and, unlefs I had great 
Hopes of doing good, I fhould have little Inclination 
to meddle in it. : aa ts 

But I remember to have heard a particular Cafe 
once, when a very Reverend Diving wag applied to, 
by both Parties, to accommodate a Difference be- 
tween thems the holy Man, being far advanced in 
Years, and much mofe of a Speculative than Practical 
Divine, excufed himfelf, with a mighty venerable 





Shrug, faying, Zhat he had laid it down as a conftant 


Maxim, which he would ae religioufly obferve, Never 
his Wife, on any Confiderati- 

“whatever, as long as he lived. A Friend of 
mine, who knew both the Man and the Wife, aflured 


me, That the firft Grounds of their Difference were 


eétly trivial, and too ridiculous to bear being 
told; but, that both being very ftiff'and obftinate not 
to yield an Inch on either Side, were, however, in- 
wardly afhamed, and wanted nothing more earneftly 
than a Pretence to come together by. the Means and 
Ioterpofition ot the Divine: He has affirmed, very 
credibly to me, who know the Nature of little Mar- 
riage Difputes, and to what a Height they grow in 
{mall Progrefs of Time, unlefs check’d early, and in 
the Beginning, That, if the Doflor had only ufed 
Will, Weathercock’s healing Method, and {aid no more, 
but that, 7h0° both of them had been in the Wrong, yet 
both of them were in the Right too, all would certainly 
‘have come right, and they have been as good Friends 
asever. But the good old Prelate declining thus to 
tlofe and falve up that little Breach, by being too 
literally Pious, the perfeét Simplicity of his innocent 
and honeft Heart, was the Caufe, why, their Heart- 
burnings continuing, they lived afunder ever after. 

For this, and many other important Reafons, F 
fhall never think it a Matter of Scruple to thruft my 
Arm in between a difcontented Couple, provided [ 
can pull away any thing,that is an Ooftruétion to the 
clofér Union of Partics, who are Incorporated, and 
intended, by the Law of God and Man, to be made 
as much one Body, as is pollible. My Correfpondent 
CHLOE complains of a very obvious and vifi- 
ble Obftru€tion of this Kind, that is eafy, and will 
be even refrefbing to her Husband to take off, and I 
comply with her Defire of inferting the faid Letter 
of Complaint, becauté, I confide, that her Husband 
Compliance with the Prayer of her Petition, wil 

the Confequence of mine- 


Mr. PLAIN DEALER, 


T# 1S very Day makes it exattly, Half a Tear, fince 

LT became a Wife. My Hasband, when be made bis 
Applications to me, always appeared Gay, Geuteel, ana 
Debounair. But, about Two Months after we bad tyed 


{ Price Two-pence. } 


jomm Sir, 1 have {pared no Pains to Fores wit 


the-Gordian Knot, He began to dre{s in a more re on 
and negligent Manner. He now appears fo much the 
Rewer. of what he did formerly, in Point of Drefs, that 
the Neighbours look upon it as a bad Compliment to the 
Matrimonial State. Before Matrimony, bis Chin was 
[carce fhaded. But now, Mr. Tonfor, as be calls the 
Maa who trims him, is never fent for but on a Satur- 
day Night. This firange Metamorphofis, you may nath- 
rally Juppofe, is no ways agreeable tome. I do oe 
m 
Dear), to make his Appearance, in a Habit and Aaast 
able to his Station. However, my repeated Petitions 
have, all of them, hitherto, proved ineffettual. I dos 
therefore, beg of Tox, Mr. Pian Dealer, to give me your 
kind Affiftance in this Affair, and you will highly oblige, 


Your very Humble Servant, 
CHLOE; 


Ifthe Maxim of the above-mentioned Divine was 
to be followed in our prefent Cafe, I really do not 
know where this Complaint might end, ey whether 
it would not come fhortly to an open Ruptute: I 
js cétcain, the greateit and moft remarkable Divorced 


shave. arifen from as {mall Beginnings. The very 


Letter. of «this young Lady, fhews her to be 4 
neat and cleanly Perfon, and therefore her Com- 
plaint of this (I cannot help terming it fo) dirty 
Ufage, carries the greater Weight with it, and de- 
mands a Remedy. I can, methinks, behold this 
young Sloven approaching the neat, tender Thing, 
embracing her in a manner chat turns Pleafure into 4 
Torment, and giving her, what is meant to be, the 
Kifs of Joy. and Peace, after fo rude a Fafhion, as if 
he rather meant to give Occafion for 2 Quarrel. | 

fee him hold her ftruggling againft a Kifs, his Arms 
thrown round her unwilling Neck, force her Face to 
his cruel and dreaded Lip; he is put to the Neceffity 
of ravifhing, ina manner, an innocent Kifs from his 
own Wife, and yet is ignorant of the Meaning.~— 
He takes it, however, by Violence—— She looks 
halt pleafed, half angry, hangs-down her Head, hide? 
the Water in her Eyes, pufhes him, between felt 
and Earneft, from her trembling Bofom’; rubs her 
glowing and fimarting Mouth, calls him Rough Thing! 
with half a tender-laughing, and a half- whining Tone 
of Voice. —— The unpolifh’d Creature cafts 2 
Booby Stare at her, and is ftill itapidly at a Lofs to 
know the Reafon why fhe ftruggles fo hard againft 
what fhe declares fhe likes: Uniefs he is told, point- 
blank, That his Beard is the Caufe of all the Diforder; 
he cannot perceive that her Cheeks look red and 
angry with his Kiffes, and wear: rather the Print of 
Fury than Love. He muft be told, That a delicaté 
Skin was never form’d to be briffh’d over by a briftly. 
Beard, that is odious, rough, and ftubborn, fuft like 
the Humour chat lets it grow. I call it more par- 
ticularly fubborn in this unaccountable young Fel- 
low, for fhe has told, and cold him of it again and 
again, in plain Terms, and be, notwithftanding alt. 
this, pertinacioufly continues to go rowgh. Now is 
it not a prepofterous Way of aCting, after all, rhar, 
when a Lover, he fhould fhave cloie, to look fleek 
and {mooth, for fear of offending the Eye of 2 Mi- 
ftrefs. whom he -was uncertain: of obtaining; and yer 


let it grow, when a Husband, without having th: 


Fear 
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fear of wounded Beauty before his Eyes; with@ut  willfancy him, what One did a fine Woman, Beawzi,, 
iny Appr ions Of hurting thatFace by hisRough- when dre/s'd; but, when undrelsd, Beautyitfeif, — * 
nels, that charm’d him by its Softnefs ; without any This Compliance in Drets, is certainly a Viece o¢ 
Dftad or Terrog. of - the il] Confequences, that might, Matrimonial Wildoms, and tends towaids fecuring ¢},. 
at any time, arife frori an ibjured and provoked A‘tection of a Wife: For, if we examine a little, Wp,, 
Wife? induces a great many Men to love Women? That king 
I dwell the more upn this Subj-&, as inconfiderable of Beauty, of which Drets is the belt Friend, and.which 
as it may feem to fome, becaule it is a Male Vice chac caufed the Proverb ot Fine Feathers making fine Birg,. 
I have frequently taken Notice of, aswell inthe High- Todo the Women Jultice, they often chute more jug: 
er as Lower Ranks of Life, and as often wifh@ tofee cioufly than the Men ; and have more Regard to Seny, 
remedied for the fake of the tair Sufferers, who are Temper, Education, Behaviour, than merely to Loo, 
wedded to fuch rude and unpolifh’d Barbarians, A and Dreis. But then Women will have a Mixture of 
Marriage-Converfation ought to humanize and tem- Appearance too, a Dafh of a few Prettinefles jn the 
per Men; on the contrary, thefe, inftead of growing Compofition of their Man, if pofltble; and Drefs pajj., 
tamer, are made more favage by Matrimony; andI with fome of them, even beyond Looks ; infomych, 
have more than once known a Lover of this Sorr, that though Finery, in the general Rule, be the Glory 
when madea Husband, become as different from him- and darling Pallion of a Woman, yet there are Excep. 
felf, as it is poflible for Two feveral Men to be. tions of many, who would rather fee their Husband, 
You fhall fee a Lover in a fine longCampaign Perugue, fine, than themfeives. Nothing is more commop 
and an embroidéréd Suit ofCloaths, alter’d into aHus- than to hear ordinary Women, efpecially, who, afte 
band difguifed in an aukward Country Bob, anda Sur- they are marryed, are very free in declaring the Source 
tout made up: out of a Rug. You fhall find his Man- ot their Affeétions, faying, That the Neatnefs ot he; 
ners following his Drefs, and his Complaifance dege- Husband, the Smugnets of bis Look, and the Clever. 
nerating into Bluntnefs. It isin all Degrees alike. nels of his Shape, @&c. firft made her fall in Love with 
You fhall fee one, whom, betore Marriage, you would him. It this berhe Cafe, why, then, naturally, when 
take for a Lord, alter’d, after it, into a Coachman; the Caufe ceafes, rhe Effeét will ceafe too - The Mo. 
many that feemed Senators, tranimuted into Jockies; (ment he grows remarkably dirty, wearsa long Beard, 
a hundred ceremonious Beaus turn’d Clowns, and drowns him(elt in a large Jofepbus, and goes with his 
numberlefs Sir Clements transfortned into Country Srockens about his Heels, the pleafane Piéture, and 
Hobs. agreeable Vifion, that his Wife had painted of him, in 
Sure, as old as] am, I have atenderer and more her Fancy, vanifhes; and if that be not rectuited 
atnorous Nature in me ftill, than thefe myfterious fomerimes, her Liking infenfibly wears away. In fine, 
young Fellows, whofe Affections and Aétions are fo as much Trifizs as thefe are, a Wite’s Heart, if thatbe 
different, I cannot well tell what to make of them. a Trifle, is loft by the Difufe of them; and that Heart, 
I can eafily guefs it would tickle my Ear ftrangely, to perhaps, is made a trifling Prefent of, to a Stranger that 
hear a young beautiful Creature telling me, haw 1 minds the trifling Part of Dreéfs, which the Husband 
fhould become more agreeable to her, by adorning negleéts. 7 
myfelf, and intreating me to doit. For Example, It There is One Thing, that very much ftrengthens 
Patty Amble and | were upon abfolute Terms of Agree- the Confideration that married Men ought to have 
ment, and come to our laft Refolutions, There are for their own Welfare in the Point I am {peaking of: 
not any little Cuftoms, that I would not depart from It is this; I have been credibly informed, ‘That it isa 
tor her Eafe. As fix'd an Averfion asI have profefs'd political Trick, a main Piece of Cunning, reckon'‘d 
againit thofe Indian Toys, thofe clouded Canes, Hay- among thofe unlucky Sparks, who affeét to fhine in 
things, which thofe Children of larger Growth, gall- the Wotld by the Means of modifh Wickednefs, and 
ed Beans, are fo amazingly fond of, I fhould, how- who get a gay Livelihood by entertaining dark and 
ever, be eafily perfuaded to carry a painted Stick, in- criminal Amours with the Wives of other Men, to 
f{tead of an Oaken, in my Hand, if by wa/king withit, obferve, how the Husband, who grows caréleis of 
i was fure to make any Progreffion in my Wife's Af- - himfelt after Marriage, appeared in the Timies of his 
fection ; nay, I would admit a Kaot of Ribbons toit Courtfhip, andro équip themfelvesaccordingly. They, 
into the Bargain, provided it would render our great- who are well learnt in this Secret, never make any 
er Knot the eafier. Again, I have known Women, Doubt of Playing rhe: Pare of the Sxiter fo well upon 
who have a prodigious Averfion to a Afoufe, and are the Husband, as to eftrange from him the Affections 
not only very wary at guarding their Petticoats upon of his Spoufe, and transfer chem to their own proper 
the Approach of that little noxious and nimble Ani- Purpofes, They drets in the fame Manner, wear 
mal, but do not even care that any Thing, which Cloaths exaétly ot the fame Colour, as near as can be 
looks the leaft like it, fhould come nearthem: Now, matched, are punétual in his véry Pinch and Cock cf 
if my Patty was of that Temper, I, who know how = the Hat, mimick his Air, Gait, Mien, @c and by this 
far Women are apt to ftretch fome Antipathies upon fuccefsful Piece of Alarchiavellian Policy in Love, 
Occafion, would alter the very Colour of my Gloves make the Husband the very Plotter of that Difgrace 
for fear of Offence; and though I have affeéted Afoafe- to himfelf, which every marry d Sloven may, for the 
colour for fo many Years, I would fit myfelf with a future, as well as a jealous Citizen, tremble to heat 
Pair of a more fafhionable White, or, at leaft, of a mamed. Bur ic has been remarkd, Thar, as the Face 
lefs frightful Complexion, before I would come in is the principal Mart of Love, fo rhefe Inconvent- 
Arm's Length of her Hoop. In fine, thaugh I weara_ ences happen moftly from an Over-negleét of that 
little AZufiache (the Fafhion when I was young, and Part ; the being not fhaved ruffles a Woman's Tem- 
a Peculiarity I have not mentioned of myfelf ‘till this per againft her Husband; while the Blade, her Gal- 
Day) that would rather tickle than offend, yet fooner lant, by being trimm’d, may be faid to make his Way 
than that fhould interpofe, and hinder us from the eaiy, and to imooth a Paflage to her Lips. 
Pleafure of an innocent Salute, it fhould be fentenced, 1 am ture, if the Cafe ftands thus, a Barber is an Ar- 
devoted and facrificed to the Edge of the Razor. For  tifan of more Importance than the marry’d World ge- 
¥ am abfolttely for refcinding the leaft Obttacles that nerally thinks Even he, thatcondefcends to fhave for 
rife between 4 Man and his Wife, before Matters are a Penny, may not, improperly be called, a Barber-Sur- 
carried too far. geon, and be deemed a Member of that ancient Com- 
A great many People will {till obje€t, that thefeare pany, fince, befides taking off the Beard, he certainly 
Trifles; but I fay, They are Matters that have more ovfts his Razor as a Chirurgical Inftrument into the 
important Confequences than they dream of; anda _ Bargain, and, by way ot Prevention, lops away thole 
married Man may be in as great Danger, by going growing Evils, that would otherwife wound a Wo- 
with too long a Beard, as by having, naturally no man, till fhe, weary of the difhonourable Frearments 
Beard at all. However, granting the Objection true, — mighe give her Husband a difhonourable Wound 100, 
if conforming one’s-felf in little Mattersto the Tem- that would rankle to the Heart. 
per of a Woman, is fufficient to pleafe her, it is the Let Him, therefore, that values his Head, look to 
leaft Thing a Man can do, to indulge fo amiable a his Beard ; Let not His Chin be too much fhaded, 
Creature in her moderate Defires: Though a Man be who woeld nor have his Head overfhadowd: Th: 
rather inclinable ta be a Sloven, than a Perfon of Drefs, Man, who minds not this, deférves to have his Beard 
it is my Opinion, That, in Matrimonial Wifdom, he attack’d, dike Horace’s Oid Philotopher, by the laict 
a gree Pig her, and gmat himfeif a little vious Rakes of che Town. 
or her Satisfaction, provided he is not fure, that ops 
he.is fo very handfome a Sloven in her Eyes, that fhe Lalglei vuert eipssenlaboes nareae 
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